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ances of science, and reject all these legends of superhuman
births as fictions unworthy of credence; or (2), we may (to save
our reputation as orthodox Christians) reject all but one, and
still assert our faith in the immaculate conception of the Virgin
Mary. For my part, I believe that very few intelligent Christians,
orthodox or otherwise, attach much importance to the story.

Intimately connected with the legend of the supernatural birth
of Jesus is that of Joseph's dream. That some weight should be
attached to this account of a dream is not so surprising, seeing
that in these modern days an immense number of well-meaning
people place great faith in dreams. Indeed, we are on delicate
ground here, for our knowledge of dreams and their causes is
very incomplete. What concerns us most in this inquiry is that
the dream, if it ever occurred* could have been known to no one
but Joseph himself. No mention is made of it except in the
Gospel of Matthew; and when it is related the narrative is imme-
diately followed by the familiar formula, " Now all this was done,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet," which
throws on the story an air of suspicion that it was put together in
later times in order to give a show of consistency between the
prophecies of the Old Testament and the statements of the New.
Statements of this kind were easily credited in those days. To
these simple, unsophisticated people there was nothing startling
in the notion of revelation by means of visions and dreams. The
world was full of such stories. You will remember how it is
recorded in the history of Eome that the death of Julius Csesar
was foretold by his wife on account of a dream she had had. Of
course dreams were occurring in thousands every night, and every
dreamer was free to invent some sort of interpretation of his dream.
Coincidences of a striking character therefore did sometimes occur.
But even this admission does not justify us in attaching any im-
portance to the report of Joseph's dream, because we have nothing
but a vague tradition that such a dream ever occurred. We cannot
dogmatically assert that it is a myth; but in the midst of so many
myths it is not entitled to much credence. Nor does the most
zealous apologist ever base any argument upon it. Those who
have studied the Scriptures most profoundly tell us that many
years elapsed between the birth of Christ and the date when the
Gospel by Matthew was compiled. What that date was is variously
estimated, and is not certainly known. But we all know how a
narrative, as it passes from mouth to mouth, gets modified and
corrupted. A mere suspicion, or conjecture, is quite sufficient to
start a legend amongst a credulous people, and if it falls in with
the prepossessions and expectations of the hearers, it soon acquires
a hold on their minds which no reasoning can relax.
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